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their monthly pay of the paymaster, by a party committee
who stationed themselves near his desk in the yard and
attempted the exaction; that I was informed Commodore
Paulding forbade the practice, and I certainly had no cen-
sure to bestow on him for the interdiction. If men choose
to contribute at their homes, or out of the yards, I had no
idea that he would object, but if he did and I could know
the fact, I would see such interference promptly corrected;
but I could not consent to forced party contributions.
Seward seemed to consider this view correct and left.

I am sadly oppressed with the aspect of things. Have
just read the account of the interview at Richmond be-
tween Jaquess and Gilmore on one side and Jeff Davis and
Benjamin on the other.1 What business had these fellows
with such a subject? Davis asserts an ultimatum that is
inadmissible, and the President in his note, which appears
to me not as considerate and well-advised as it should have
been, interposes barriers that were unnecessary. Why
should we impose conditions, and conditions which would
provoke strife from the very nature of things, for they con-
flict with constitutional reserved rights? If the Rebellion
is suppressed in Tennessee or North Carolina, and the
States and people desire to resume their original constitu-
tional rights, shall the President prevent them? Yet the
letters to Greeley have that bearing, and I think them
unfortunate in this respect.

They place the President, moreover, at disadvantage in
the coming election. He is committed, it will be claimed,
against peace, except on terms that are inadmissible.
What necessity was there for this, and, really, what right
had the President to assume this unfortunate attitude
without consulting his Cabinet, at least, or others? He did,
he says, advise with Seward, and Fessenden, who came in

1 An account of the interview of Colonel James F. Jaquess and Mr. James
B. Gilmore with the President of the Confederacy and his Secretary of State,
written by Mr. Gilmore, appeared in the Atlantic Monthly for September,
1864.